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On walking into Worcester Cathedral last year one student was

heard to say "Wow, it's like Disneyland". While that's not the

comparison we're aiming for, we are confident that a visit for your

students to Worcester Cathedral will provide plenty of awe and

wonder! 

After a crazy 18 months we know that many teachers are hoping to

get some kind of normality into this school year and provide

students with those educational experiences they have missed

during the pandemic. At Worcester Cathedral we're delighted that

many have already booked their visit for the Autumn term. Now is

your chance to do so!

A Visit to the Cathedral

Our programme has just been awarded a Sandford Award for
Quality Heritage Education (see next page) and we have a

Learning Outside the Classroom Quality badge. Our programme

has been developed over 20 years to meet the needs of your

curriculum and we have a wide range of topics, from Christian
Worship, King's and Prince's, to STEM and poetry.

We are still offering virtual visits as well as in person visits and we

have loan boxes available in most areas to bring the workshops to

your school. To top all this we have our brand new Undercroft
Learning Centre (see page 4), specifically designed for school

groups. We can tailor a bespoke programme for your learning aims.

To book a visit, go to our website or give us a call on 01905 732919

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk

And what do teachers and students say:

"They were wowed by the grandeur of the cathedral and were fascinated by the tour guides."

"The pike drill was a lot of fun!", "Best trip ever!"

"Friendly, knowledgeable, professional and interesting guides, delivering the visit in a very age-appropriate
manor." 

"Very bespoke and well planned. Always very accommodating to meet my school needs and curriculum!



We are delighted to announce that once again we have won

a Sandford Award for Heritage Education.

The Sandford Award has celebrated and promoted high

quality in heritage education since 1978 and is the only

scheme in existence able to provide independent quality

assurance to sites that run formal learning programmes. 

The judge, Susan Walker, was very impressed by the

learning programmes on offer at the Cathedral and felt they

were worthy of commendation by the scheme.

The Sandford Award

We were specifically commended for our brand new Undercroft Learning Centre, the morale of the

education team, learning outcomes, creating engaging experiences, our new STEM programmes,

contributing to the understanding of our heritage and the natural environment and our learning

resources, amongst others. 

Susan said: "The superb new teaching space in the Undercroft Learning Centre, combined with the

new and committed Learning Team of staff and enthusiastic volunteers, will ensure that young visitors

to Worcester Cathedral will continue to learn about their local and national heritage in a variety of

interesting and stimulating ways." 

Director of Learning at Worcester Cathedral, Daniel Parnell, said: "We're absolutely delighted to have

been recognised by this prestigious national award. It's been a tough 18 months for education, facing

the challenges of the pandemic. We're really pleased that we were able to contribute some remote

provision to engage with schools during the lockdowns, and we're excited to be able to welcome more

visits again and bring the story of our incredible cathedral to life for school children." 

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk



Opened in 2020, the Undercroft Learning Centre

is our brand new centre designed and developed

with schools and education visits in mind. 

Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, the

Undercroft provides a unique space, an exclusive

space and a safe space for learning visits. 

The Undercroft 
Learning Centre

Undercroft Open Days
An opportunity for teachers to come and

view the space, find out more about our

learning programme and meet our team to

chat about your visit. If none of these times 

are possible for you get in touch to arrange

a more suitable time. 

Tuesday 18th January 10:00 - 4:00

Monday 7th February 10:00 - 4:00

Monday 4th April 10:00 - 4:00

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk



Your visit will involve a tour of the Cathedral, adapted

to your topic and age group, from Key Stage 1 to

Higher Education. 

"Wonder" through the Cathedral and let our guide

enlighten you with stories from its 1000 year history. 

 Complete activities designed to enhance the students

understanding.

The Learning Programme

Place of Christian Worship or

Pilgrimage
First and foremost the Cathedral is a place of

Christian Worship. Alongside a tour we include a

variety of workshops that can help your students

understand the role of the Cathedral in the Christian

faith and the importance of Pilgrimage in Cathedral

life.

Tours

Cathedral at War!

The Battle of Worcester concluded the English Civil

War and the Cathedral played a central role. Visit

Charles II's lookout point, see the tomb of his top

lieutenant, re-enact the battle and learn how to use a

pike!

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk



Who was King John and how does he match up to

his legend? What was his role in the Magna Carta

and how does that impact us today? Why is he

buried at Worcester Cathedral and where is his

thumb?

The Learning Programme

Experience Tudor England

Come and meet the Tudor Prince, the boy who

would have been king. What would history have

been like if Arthur, Prince of Wales had lived? What

was it like to be alive in Tudor England? Learn

about Arthur's position in the family and what

happened after he died. 

King John

Monastics

Worcester Cathedral started life as part of a

medieval monastery. Now it's your chance to be a

monk for a day. Take a vow of silence and a

promise to observe the rule of Benedict and explore

what life as a monk was like in medieval Worcester. 

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk



How was the medieval Cathedral built? Discover how

Science and Maths work to keep the Cathedral standing

today? 

And Much more....

Art, Drama & Music
Art, Drama and Music are an integral part of many of our

visits as a means to engage with what you are learning about

the Cathedral. They can also be the focus, for example a

photography visit or a visit to sketch the beautiful architecture

of the Cathedral, or explore the music and its long history at

the Cathedral. 

STEM 

Poetry
A chance for students to come and explore,

The Cathedral and its roof and floor.

For a whole day of poetry, it is your muse,

Or just a workshop, you may choose.

The Normans built the Cathedral in 1084. What do we know

about their role in Cathedral life in the 11th and 12th Century.

Come and explore their architectural style.

Normans

Our Earth, Our Cathedral
What impact does Climate Change have on a Cathedral?

What is our role as a church in caring for our planet? Explore

with us how we can care for Our Earth and Our Cathedral.

Find out more: worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning.
or contact 

Daniel Parnell on schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk
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Exciting learning activities for all ages and abilities built around

the story of Worcester Cathedral 

EYFS to KS5 - HE , FE and Adult Education.

Experience our brand new learning centre at heart of the

Cathedral.

You can come to us, we can come to you, or have a virtual visit.

Loan boxes and enterprise activities available.

Wide range of topics linked to your curriculum .

Affordable prices with discount for Pupil Premium students

facebook.com/cathedraleducation
twitter.com/WorcCathEduDept

Find out more:
worcestercathedral.co.uk/learning

 
or contact 

Daniel Parnell
schools@worcestercathedral.org.uk

 


