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President: The Reverend Canon Dr Stephen Edwards
Preacher: The Dean

Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place:
he comes to cleanse and heal,
to minister his grace.

Welcome
to everyone worshipping in Worcester Cathedral this morning.
Large-print copies of this service-booklet are available from the stewards.
If you are here for the first time, contact Canon Stephen Edwards
(stephenedwards@worcestercathedral.org.uk) who can give you a welcome booklet.
All baptised, communicant members of churches in which God the Holy Trinity is
worshipped are welcome to receive communion if they wish.
Those who are not receiving communion are warmly invited to come forward with
those who are receiving communion, if they wish, to receive instead a silent blessing.
Please hold something in your hands as a sign that you wish to receive a blessing, and
the minister will bless you without touching you.
Please speak to a steward or verger before the service if you wish to receive glutenfree consecrated bread, or to have communion brought to you in your seat.
This service is being live streamed to Facebook. Please talk to a steward if you
have any queries or concerns.
A collection will be taken as you leave the cathedral at the end of the service, which
includes a facility for contactless donation. Your gift will support the cathedral’s
ministry and mission, and help to keep the building in good repair and open to all
without charge. UK tax-payers are kindly asked to use gift-aid envelopes, which
allows the cathedral to claim an additional 25% of the donation from the government,
at no additional cost to the donor. If you wish to give regularly, please contact Gerald
Harris of the Stewardship Committee via the Chapter Office (01905 732900).
Refreshments are served in the Chapter House (through the Cloisters) after the
service. All are warmly welcome.
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The people stand as the ministers enter, and this hymn is sung

1
Judge eternal, throned in splendour,
Lord of lords and King of kings,
with thy living fire of judgement
purge this realm of bitter things:
solace all its wide dominion
with the healing of thy wings.

2
Still the weary folk are pining
for the hour that brings release:
and the city’s crowded clangour
cries aloud for sin to cease;
and the homesteads and the woodlands
plead in silence for their peace.

3
Crown, O God, thine own endeavour;
cleave our darkness with thy sword;
feed the faithless and the hungry
with the richness of thy word:
cleanse the body of this nation
through the glory of the Lord.
Henry Scott Holland (1847–1918)

The Greeting
President

All

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
The president welcomes the people and introduces the service.
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Prayers of Penitence
Minister

A voice cries out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.

All

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Choir

Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

cf. John 1.23

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy

Today’s Music
The choral setting of the eucharist today is the Mass for five voices by William Byrd
(1543–1623), and the communion motet is Rorate coeli desuper by Josef Rheinberger
(1839–1901). In place of a psalm, the choir will sing the Canticle of Zechariah by
Sir James MacMillan (b. 1959).
Josef Rheinberger is best known for his organ compositions, but he also composed
in other genres, including operas, symphonies, chamber music and choral works.
Rorate coeli desuper is one of nine Advent Motets which Rheinberger composed in
1893 to be sung across the four Sundays in Advent. A descending melody is used
for the text ‘Drop down ye heavens’, heard first in the tenor part, echoed by the
trebles.
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President

All

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect
President

Let us pray.
The people remain standing.

All

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power
and come among us,
and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honour and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
The people sit for the readings and canticle.

First Reading
Reader

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight— indeed,
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears?
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For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Malachi 3.1-4

All

For the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

Canticle
Choir

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel!
He has visited his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour
in the house of David, his servant,
as he promised by the lips of holy men,
those who were his prophets from of old.
A saviour who would free us from our foes,
From the hands of all who hate us.
So his love for our fathers is fulfilled
And his holy covenant remembered.
He swore to Abraham our father to grant us,
that free from fear, and saved from the hands of our foes,
we might serve him in holiness and justice
all the days of our life in his presence.
As for you, little child,
you shall be called a prophet of God, the Most High.
You shall go ahead of the Lord
To prepare his ways before him.
To make known to his people their salvation
Through forgiveness of all their sins,
The loving-kindness of the heart of our God
Who visits us like the dawn from on high.
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He will give light to those in darkness,
Those who dwell in the shadow of death,
And guide us into the way of peace.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Words: Luke 1.68-79
Music: Sir James MacMillan (b. 1959)

Second Reading
Reader

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.
My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all
of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I
long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and
full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God.
Philippians 1.3-11

All

For the word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

7

The people stand to sing this hymn

1
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One, is here;
come bow before him now
with reverence and fear:
in him no sin is found—
we stand on holy ground.
Be still for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One is here.

2
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around;
he burns with holy fire,
with splendour he is crowned:
how awesome is the sight—
our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
is shining all around.

3
Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place:
he comes to cleanse and heal,
to minister his grace.
No work too hard for him,
in faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord
is moving in this place.
David Evans (b. 1957)
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Gospel Reading
The people remain standing for this acclamation which heralds the Gospel
reading
Choir

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

1 Corinthians 4.5

All

Reader

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

All

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.” ’
Luke 3.1-6

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All

Sermon
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The Creed
The people stand.
All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
The people kneel.
After each bidding, the following is sung

At the end of the prayers, the following is said
All

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
The people sit while the choir sings this verse of an Advent carol
Prophet voices loudly crying,
making pathways clear;
glimpsing glory, self-denying,
calling all to hear.
Through their message—challenged, shaken—
hearts awaken: God is near!
Mark Earey (b. 1965)

A candle is lit on the Advent Wreath, and this prayer is said

All

Lord Jesus, light of the world,
John told the people to say ‘sorry’
to be ready for your coming:
help us to prepare our hearts
for you to make your home among us
Amen.
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The Peace
The people stand.
President

All

God will speak peace to his people,
to those who turn to him in their hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Taking of the Bread and Wine
This hymn is sung, during which the bread and wine are placed on the altar

Thou didst leave thy throne and thy kingly crown
when thou camest to earth for me;
but in Bethlehem’s home there was found no room
for thy holy nativity:
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus;
there is room in my heart for thee.
Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang,
proclaiming thy royal degree;
but in lowly birth didst thou come to earth,
and in great humility:
Thou camest, O Lord, with the living word
that should set thy people free;
but with mocking scorn and with crown of thorn
they bore thee to Calvary:
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When all heaven shall ring, and her choirs shall sing,
at thy coming to victory,
let thy voice call me home, saying, Yet there is room,
there is room at my side for thee:
Emily Elliott (1836–1897)

President

All

As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together
from the corners of the earth
into your kingdom.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
President
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father;
through Jesus Christ you Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory
for ever praising you and singing:
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Choir

President

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli
et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee,
O Lord most high.

Benedictus qui venit
in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them, and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Minister
All
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Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

President

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
St Oswald, St Wulfstan and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

All

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
The people kneel.
President

Awaiting his coming in glory,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread, saying

All

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
The president invites the people to communion, saying

All

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The president receives communion and says to those intending to receive
communion
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life.
Those intending to receive communion respond
Amen.

Choir
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Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Agnus Dei,
qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.

O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

The people receive communion in one kind (consecrated bread only) from a
standing station. All baptised members of churches in which God the Holy
Trinity is worshipped are welcome to receive communion if they wish.
Those who are not receiving communion are warmly invited to come forward
with those who are receiving communion, if they wish, to receive instead a
silent blessing. Please hold something in your hands as a sign that you wish to
receive a blessing, and the minister will bless you without touching you.
Those coming forward are asked to form a single line, socially distanced from
one another, and return to their seats via the side-aisles, as directed by the
stewards and vergers.

During the giving of communion, the choir sings
Rorate coeli desuper
et nubes pluant iustum;
aperiatur terra
et germinet salvatorem.
Drop down, ye heavens, from above,
and let the skies pour down righteousness;
let the earth open,
and let it bring forth a Saviour.
Words: Isaiah 45.8
Music: Josef Rheinberger (1839–1901)
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The people stand to sing this hymn

1
Sing to God new songs of worship,
all his deeds are marvellous;
he has brought salvation to us
with his hand and holy arm;
he has shown to all the nations
righteousness and saving pow’r,
he recalled his truth and mercy
to his people Israel.

2
Sing to God new songs of worship,
earth has seen his victory;
let the lands of earth be joyful
praising him with thankfulness:
sound upon the harp his praises,
play to him with melody;
let the trumpets sound his triumph,
show your joy to God the king!

3
Sing to God new songs of worship,
let the sea now make a noise;
all on earth and in the waters
sound your praises to the Lord:
let the hills rejoice together,
let the rivers clap their hands,
for with righteousness and justice
he will come to judge the earth.
Michael Baughen (b. 1930)
from Psalm 98
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Prayer after Communion
President

Let us pray.
The people remain standing.

All
All

Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Dismissal
President
All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
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The president blesses the people, saying
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All
Choir

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
The ministers and people depart.
The offerings of the people are collected as they leave.

Organ Voluntary
Prelude in C minor (BWV 546)

J. S. Bach (1685–1750)

Those leaving immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish to listen
to the organ voluntary.
All are warmly welcome to refreshments served in the Chapter House (through
the Cloisters).

Please take this booklet home as an aid to prayer and reflection
during the week, and then re-cycle it.
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