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Saturday 24th, 5.30 pm Worcester Cathedral Chamber Choir 
 

 Responses: King See page 8 for further details. 
 Dyson – Evening Service in D 
 Elgar – Give unto the Lord 
 

Sunday 25th, 5.30 pm Worcester Cathedral Voluntary Choir 
 

 Responses: Cullen See page 13 for further details. 
 Sumsion – Evening Service in G 
 Harris – The Call 
 

Monday 26th, 5.30 pm Gloucester Cathedral Choir 
 

 King – We beseech thee, almighty God See page 18 for further details. 
 Responses: Sumsion 
 King – Gloucester Service 
 Parsons – Ave Maria 
 

Tuesday 27th, 5.30 pm Worcester Cathedral Choir 
 

 Aston – Alleluya Psallat Service recorded by the BBC 
 Responses: Hunt Please be seated by 5.15 pm. 
 Atkins – Evening Service in A and D See page 22 for further details. 
 Bullock – Christ, the fair glory of the holy angels 
 

Wednesday 28th, 3.30 pm Combined Cathedral Choirs 
 

 Frances-Hoad – Earth puts her colours by Service broadcast by the BBC 
 Responses: Jackson Please be seated by 3.15 pm. 
 Howells – St Paul’s Service See page 28 for further details. 
 Rutter – A Pilgrim’s Prayer and Lead, kindly light 
 

Thursday 29th, 5.30 pm Worcester Cathedral Choir and the 
Girl Choristers of Gloucester Cathedral 

 Responses: Clucas 
 Walton – Chichester Service See page 35 for further details. 
 Britten – Rejoice in the Lamb 
 

Saturday 31st, 5.30 pm Hereford Cathedral Choir 
 

 Lloyd – View me, Lord, a work of thine See page 43 for further details. 
 Responses: Moore 
 Byrd – Short Service 
 White – Christe qui lux es et dies 
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The Order for Evensong 
 
 

  The people stand at the entry of the ministers. 
 

Introit 
 

  An introit may be sung. 
 

The Welcome 
 

  A minister welcomes the people. 
 

Responses 
 

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips 
Choir  and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
Minister O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; 
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen. 
 
Minister Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir  The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Hymn 
 

  A hymn may be sung. 
 

Psalm 
 
 

The people sit for the psalm(s), sung by the choir, and stand for the Gloria 
at the end of the (final) psalm 
 

Choir  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading 
 
 

  The people sit for the Old Testament reading. 
 
 

Magnificat 
 
 The people stand for the Song of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 
Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord : 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
 

For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

 

For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 
and holy is his Name. 

 

And his mercy is on them that fear him :  
throughout all generations. 

 

He hath shewed strength with his arm :  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

 

He hath filled the hungry with good things :  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 

Luke 1.46-55 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 

 
 

New Testament Reading 
 
 

  The people sit for the New Testament reading. 
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Nunc Dimittis 
 

 The people stand for the Song of Simeon 
 

 
Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : 

according to thy word. 
 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation : 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : 
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen. 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 The people turn and face the altar. 
 

 
All I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Responses 
 

Minister The Lord be with you. 
Choir And with thy spirit. 

 

Minister Let us pray. 
 
 

 The people kneel. 
 
 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Choir Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
Choir And grant us thy salvation. 

 

Minister O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Minister Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

Minister O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

 

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

 
 The minister intones three ‘collects’ or prayers, each with an ‘Amen’ sung by 

the choir. 
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Anthem 
 

 The people sit for the anthem. 
 

 
Prayers 

 

 The people kneel for the prayers. 
 
 

 The prayers conclude with the Grace 
 
All The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
 be with us all evermore. 
 Amen. 
 

 
Hymn 

 

 The people stand to sing a hymn. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 

 The people remain standing for a blessing. 
 
 

Dismissal Responses 
 
 

 The people remain standing while the choir sings the dismissal responses. 
 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 
 

 The people remain standing as the ministers depart.  Those leaving 
immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish to listen to the organ 
voluntary. 

 
 

A collection for the work of the cathedral is taken as people leave.  Please 
kindly use the enclosed envelope (completing the gift-aid details if you are a 
UK tax-payer) or use the contactless facilities provided. 
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Saturday 24th July 
Eve of the Feast of St James the Apostle 
 

5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

 sung by Worcester Cathedral Chamber Choir 
 

 Officiant:  The Reverend Canon Dr Georgina Byrne 
 

 Organist:  Nicholas Freestone 
 

 Director:  Stephen Shellard 
 

 
 

 
Responses 

 
 The responses are composed by Ian King (1962–2020). 
 

 
Hymn 

 

 

 
 

  Let the round world with songs rejoice; 
let heaven return the joyful voice; 

  all mindful of the apostles’ fame, 
let heaven and earth their praise proclaim. 

 
  O God, by whom to them was given 

the key that shuts and opens heaven, 
  our chains unbind, our loss repair, 

and grant us grace to enter there. 
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  For at thy will they preached the word 
   which cured disease, which health conferred: 

O may thy healing power once more 
   our souls to grace and health restore. 

 
  That when as judge thy Son shall come 
   to bring his ransomed people home, 

he may with them pronounce us blest, 
   and place us in thine endless rest. 

 
To God the Father, God the Son, 

   and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
be honour, praise and majesty, 

   now and throughout eternity.  Amen. 
 

c. 10th-century Latin, 
tr. Richard Mant (1776–1848) 

 
 
 

Psalm 
 

Choir  Blessed be the Lord my strength : 
who teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight; 
 
My hope and my fortress, my castle and deliverer, 

my defender in whom I trust : 
who subdueth my people that is under me. 
 
Lord, what is man, that thou hast such respect unto him : 
or the son of man, that thou so regardest him? 
 
Man is like a thing of nought : 
his time passeth away like a shadow. 
 
Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down : 
touch the mountains, and they shall smoke. 
 
Cast forth thy lightning, and tear them : 
shoot out thine arrows, and consume them. 
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Send down thine hand from above : 
deliver me, and take me out of the great waters, 

from the hand of strange children; 
 

Whose mouth talketh of vanity : 
and their right hand is a right hand of wickedness. 
 
I will sing a new song unto thee, O God : 
and sing praises unto thee upon a ten-stringed lute. 
 
Thou hast given victory unto kings : 
and hast delivered David thy servant from the peril of the sword. 
 
Save me, and deliver me from the hand of strange children : 
whose mouth talketh of vanity, 

and their right hand is a right hand of iniquity. 
 

That our sons may grow up as the young plants :  
and that our daughters may be as the polished corners of the temple. 
 
That our garners may be full and plenteous with all manner of store : 
that our sheep may bring forth thousands 

and ten thousands in our streets. 
 

That our oxen may be strong to labour, that there be no decay : 
no leading into captivity, and no complaining in our streets. 
 
Happy are the people that are in such a case : 
yea, blessed are the people who have the Lord for their God. 

 
Psalm 144 

 
 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 
 

  Deuteronomy 30.11-end is read by the Venerable Robert Jones, 
  archdeacon of Worcester. 
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Canticles 
 
 

 The choir sings the Evening Service in D by Sir George Dyson (1883–1964). 
 
 

 
New Testament Reading 

 

 
Mark 5.21-end is read by Canon Dr David Bryer, lay canon of Worcester. 

 
 

 
Anthem 

 

Choir  Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, 
give unto the Lord glory and strength,  
give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name;  
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 
the God of glory thundereth; 
it is the Lord that ruleth the sea. 
 
 

The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation;  
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty; 
the voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars. 
Yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 
Yea, the voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire; 
yea, the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness 

and strippeth the forests bare. 
 
 

In his temple doth everyone speak of his glory. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
The Lord sitteth above the water-flood; 
and the Lord remaineth a king for ever. 
The Lord shall give strength unto his people;  
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
Words: Psalm 29 

Music: Sir Edward Elgar (1857–1934) 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

1 Immortal Love, forever full, 
 forever flowing free, 
forever shared, forever whole, 
 a never-ebbing sea! 
 

4 But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
 a present help is he; 
and faith has still its Olivet, 
 and love its Galilee. 
 

2 Our outward lips confess the name 
 all other names above; 
love only knoweth whence it came, 
 and comprehendeth love. 
 

5 The healing of his seamless dress 
 is by our beds of pain; 
we touch him in life’s throng and 
  press, 
 and we are whole again. 
 

3 We may not climb the heavenly 
   steeps 
 to bring the Lord Christ down: 
in vain we search the lowest deeps, 
 for him no depths can drown. 

6 Through him the first fond prayers 
  are said 
 our lips of childhood frame; 
the last low whispers of our dead 
 are burdened with his name. 

 
7 Alone, O Love ineffable! 
  thy saving name is given; 
 to turn aside from thee is hell, 
  to walk with thee is heaven. 

 

 John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892) 
 
 

Dismissal Responses and Organ Voluntary 
 

The choir sings dismissal responses by Stephen Shellard (b. 1967) and the 
organist plays ‘Maestoso’ from Organ Sonata in A minor by Sir William 
Harris (1883–1973). 
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Sunday 25th July 
Feast of St James the Apostle 
 

5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

 sung by Worcester Cathedral Voluntary Choir 
 

 Officiant:  The Very Reverend Dr Peter Atkinson 
 

 Organist:  John Wilderspin 
 

 Director:  Dr Ed Jones 
 
 

Responses 
 

 The responses are composed by John Cullen (b. 1936). 
 
 

Hymn 
 

 
 

Lord, who shall sit beside thee, 
    enthroned on either hand, 
when clouds no longer hide thee, 
    ’mid all thy faithful band? 
 
Who drinks the cup of sorrow 
    thy Father gave to thee 
’neath shadows of the morrow 
    in dark Gethsemane; 
 
Who on thy Passion thinking 
    can find in loss a gain, 
and dare to meet unshrinking 
    thy baptism of pain. 
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O Jesu, form within us 
    thy likeness clear and true; 
by thine example win us 
    to suffer or to do. 
 
This law itself fulfilleth, 
    Christlike to Christ is nigh, 
and, where the Father willeth, 
    shall sit with Christ on high. 

 

William Romanis (1824–1899) 
 
 

Psalm 
 

Choir   O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth : 
thou God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself. 

 

Arise, thou Judge of the world : 
and reward the proud after their deserving. 

 

Lord, how long shall the ungodly : 
how long shall the ungodly triumph? 

 

How long shall all wicked doers speak so disdainfully : 
and make such proud boasting? 

 

They smite down thy people, O Lord : 
and trouble thine heritage. 

 

They murder the widow and the stranger : 
and put the fatherless to death. 

 

And yet they say, Tush, the Lord shall not see : 
neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. 

 

Take heed, ye unwise among the people : 
O ye fools, when will ye understand? 

 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear : 
or he that made the eye, shall he not see? 

 

Or he that nurtureth the heathen : 
it is he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he punish? 

 

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man : 
that they are but vain. 
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Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord : 
and teachest him in thy law; 

 

That thou mayest give him patience in time of adversity : 
until the pit be digged up for the ungodly. 

 

For the Lord will not fail his people :  
neither will he forsake his inheritance; 

 

Until righteousness turn again unto judgement : 
all such as are true in heart shall follow it. 

 

Who will rise up with me against the wicked : 
or who will take my part against the evil-doers? 

 

If the Lord had not helped me : 
it had not failed but my soul had been put to silence. 

 

But when I said, My foot hath slipt : 
thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. 

 

In the multitude of the sorrows that I had in my heart : 
thy comforts have refreshed my soul. 

 

Wilt thou have any thing to do with the stool of wickedness : 
which imagineth mischief as a law? 

 

They gather them together against the soul of the righteous : 
and condemn the innocent blood. 

 

But the Lord is my refuge : 
and my God is the strength of my confidence. 

 

He shall recompense them their wickedness, 
and destroy them in their own malice : 

yea, the Lord our God shall destroy them. 
 

Psalm 94 
 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

 
  Jeremiah 26.1-15 is read by the Reverend Canon Dr Stephen Edwards, 

residentiary canon of Worcester. 
 

Canticles 
 

 
 The choir sings the Evening Service in G by Herbert Sumsion (1899–1995). 



16 

New Testament Reading 
 
 

Mark 1.14-20 is read by the Reverend Rachel Murray, curate of 
Winchcombe, on placement at Worcester Cathedral. 

 
 

Anthem 
 

Choir Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life; 
such a Way as gives us breath, 
such a Truth as ends all strife, 
such a Life as killeth death. 
 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength; 
such a Light as shows a Feast, 
such a Feast as mends in length, 
such a Strength as makes his guest. 
 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart; 
such a Joy as none can move, 
such a Love as none can part, 
such a Heart as joys in love. 

 

Words: George Herbert (1593–1633) 
Music: Sir William Harris (1883–1973) 

 
 

Hymn 
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1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve thee to the end; 
be thou for ever near me, 
 my Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 
 if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway 
 if thou wilt be my guide. 
 

3 O let me hear thee speaking 
 in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, 
 the murmurs of self-will; 
O speak to reassure me, 
 to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, 
 thou guardian of my soul. 
 

2 O let me feel thee near me: 
 the world is ever near; 
I see the sights that dazzle,  
 the tempting sounds I hear; 
my foes are ever near me, 
 around me, and within; 
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, 
 and shield my soul from sin. 

4 O Jesus, thou hast promised 
 to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory 
 there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve thee to the end: 
O give me grace to follow, 
 my Master and my Friend. 

 
5 O let me see thy foot-marks, 
  and in them plant mine own; 
 my hope to follow duly 
  is in thy strength alone: 
 O guide me, call me, draw me, 
  uphold me to the end; 
 and then in heaven receive me, 
  my Saviour and my Friend. 

 

John Ernest Bode (1816–1874) 
 
 
 

Dismissal Responses 
 

 
The choir sings dismissal responses by John Cullen. 

 
 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

 
The organist plays Toccata and Fugue in D minor (BWV 538) by 
J. S. Bach (1685–1750). 
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Monday 26th July 
Anne and Joachim, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

 sung by Gloucester Cathedral Choir 
 

 Officiant:  The Reverend Canon Dr Michael Brierley 
 

 Organist:  Jonathan Hope 
 

 Director:  Canon Adrian Partington 
 

 
 
 

Introit 
 

Choir  We beseech thee, almighty God, 
mercifully to look upon thy people; 
that by thy great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved evermore, 
both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Words: collect for the fifth Sunday in Lent 
Music: Ian King (1962–2020) 

 
 

 
Responses 

 
 The responses are composed by Herbert Sumsion (1899–1995). 
 
 

Psalm 
 

Choir  Unto thee will I cry, O Lord my strength : 
 think no scorn of me; lest if thou make as though thou hearest not, 
  I become like them that go down into the pit. 

 
  Hear the voice of my humble petitions, when I cry unto thee : 
  when I hold up my hands towards the mercy-seat of thy holy temple. 
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  O pluck me not away, neither destroy me, 
   with the ungodly and wicked doers : 
  which speak friendly to their neighbours, 
   but imagine mischief in their hearts. 
 
  Reward them according to their deeds : 
  and according to the wickedness of their own inventions. 
 
  Recompense them after the work of their hands : 
  pay them that they have deserved. 
 
  For they regard not in their mind the works of the Lord, 
   nor the operation of his hands : 
  therefore shall he break them down, and not build them up. 
 
  Praised be the Lord : 
  for he hath heard the voice of my humble petitions. 
 
  The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
   my heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped : 
  therefore my heart danceth for joy, and in my song will I praise him. 
 
  The Lord is my strength : 
  and he is the wholesome defence of his Anointed. 
 
  O save thy people, and give thy blessing unto thine inheritance : 
  feed them, and set them up for ever. 
 

Psalm 28 
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

 
  Joel 3.16-21 is read by Canon Henry Briggs, lay canon of Worcester. 
 
 
 

Canticles 
 
 The choir sings the Gloucester Service by Ian King. 
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New Testament Reading 
 
 

Mark 4.21-34 is read by the Reverend Canon Celia Thomson, 
canon chancellor of Gloucester. 

 

 
Anthem 

 

Choir Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum; 
benedicta tu in mulieribus, 
et benedictus fructus ventris tui.  
Amen. 

 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
Amen. 
 

Words: Luke 1.28b,42b 
Music: Robert Parsons (c. 1535–1572) 

 
 

 
Hymn 

 

 

 
 

 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
 Lord of all, to thee we raise 
 this our sacrifice of praise. 
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For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light: 

   Refrain 
 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
pleasures pure and undefiled: 
 Refrain 

 
For each perfect gift of thine, 
to the world so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 
 Refrain 

 
For thy Church which evermore 
lifteth holy hands above, 
offering up on every shore 
her pure sacrifice of love, 
 Refrain 

 

Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835–1917) 
 
 
 

Dismissal Responses 
 
 

The choir sings the ferial dismissal responses by Edward Naylor (1867–
1934). 

 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 
 

The organist plays Acclamations by Neil Cox (b. 1955). 
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Tuesday 27th July 
 
5.30 pm Choral Evensong, recorded by the BBC 
 
 sung by Worcester Cathedral Choir 
 
 Officiant:  The Reverend Canon Dr Stephen Edwards 
 
 Organist:  Nicholas Freestone 
 
 Director:  Samuel Hudson 
 
 
 
 

Introit 
 

Choir  Alleluya, psallat haec familia: 
Alleluya, timpanizet, alleluya, citharizet. 
Alleluya, psallat laetus coitus cum armonia: 
Alleluya, concinat Deo laude et praeconia. 

 
 

Alleluya!  Sing praise, happy company! 
Alleluya!  Strike the timbrels!  Alleluya!  Pluck the strings! 
Alleluya!  Sing joyfully together in harmony! 
Alleluya!  Sing praise and honour to God! 

 
 

Words: anonymous 14th-century, 
from the ‘Worcester Fragments’ 

Music: Peter Aston (1938–2013) 
 
 
 

Responses 
 
 

 The responses are composed by Donald Hunt (1930–2018). 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

Songs of praise the angels sang, 
 heaven with alleluias rang, 
when creation was begun, 
 when God spake and it was done. 

 
Songs of praise awoke the morn 
 when the Prince of peace was born; 
songs of praise arose when he 
 captive led captivity. 

 
Heaven and earth must pass away; 
 songs of praise shall crown that day: 
God will make new heavens and earth; 
 songs of praise shall hail their birth. 

 
And shall we alone be dumb 
 till that glorious kingdom come? 
No, the church delights to raise 
 psalms and hymns and songs of praise. 
 
Saints below, with heart and voice, 
 still in songs of praise rejoice; 
learning here, by faith and love, 
 songs of praise to sing above. 

 
 Hymns of glory, songs of praise, 

 Father, unto thee we raise, 
Jesu, glory unto thee, 
 with the Spirit, ever be. 

 
James Montgomery (1771–1854) 
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Psalms 
 

Choir I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my whole heart : 
 even before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 
 

 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, 
  because of thy loving-kindness and truth : 
 for thou hast magnified thy Name and thy word above all things. 
 

 When I called upon thee, thou heardest me : 
 and enduedst my soul with much strength. 
 

 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord : 
 for they have heard the words of thy mouth. 
 

 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord : 
 that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 

 For though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly : 
 as for the proud, he beholdeth them afar off. 
 

 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me : 
 thou shalt stretch forth thy hand upon the furiousness of 
  mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 
 

 The Lord shall make good his loving-kindness toward me : 
 yea, thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever; 
  despise not then the works of thine own hands. 

 

Psalm 138 
 

 O praise the Lord of heaven : 
 praise him in the height. 
 

 Praise him, all ye angels of his : 
 praise him, all his host. 
 

 Praise him, sun and moon : 
 praise him, all ye stars and light. 
 

 Praise him, all ye heavens : 
 and ye waters that are above the heavens. 
 

 Let them praise the Name of the Lord : 
 for he spake the word, and they were made; 
  he commanded, and they were created. 
 

 He hath made them fast for ever and ever : 
 he hath given them a law which shall not be broken. 
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 Praise the Lord upon earth : 
 ye dragons, and all deeps; 
 

 Fire and hail, snow and vapours : 
 wind and storm, fulfilling his word; 
 

 Mountains and all hills : 
 fruitful trees and all cedars; 
 

 Beasts and all cattle : 
 worms and feathered fowls; 
 

 Kings of the earth and all people : 
 princes and all judges of the world; 
 

 Young men and maidens, old men and children, 
  praise the Name of the Lord : 
 for his Name only is excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth. 
 

 He shall exalt the horn of his people; all his saints shall praise him : 
 even the children of Israel, even the people that serveth him. 
 

Psalm 148 
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

 
  Daniel 10.4-end is read by Canon Anne Penn, lay canon of Worcester. 
 
 

 
Canticles 

 
 

The choir sings the Evening Service in A and D by Sir Ivor Atkins (1869–
1953). 

 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

 
Revelation 5 is read by the Very Reverend Dr Peter Atkinson, dean of 
Worcester. 
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Anthem 
 

Choir Christ, the fair glory of the holy angels, 
thou who hast made us, thou who o’er us rulest, 
grant of thy mercy unto us thy servants 

steps up to heaven. 
 

Send thy archangel, Michael, to our succour; 
peacemaker blessèd, may he banish from us 
striving and hatred, so that for the peaceful 

all things may prosper. 
 

Send thy archangel, Gabriel, the mighty; 
herald of heaven, may he from us mortals 
spurn the old serpent, watching o’er the temples 

where thou art worshipped. 
 

Send thy archangel, Raphael, the restorer 
of the misguided ways of men who wander, 
who at thy bidding strengthens soul and body 

with thine anointing. 
 

Father almighty, Son and Holy Spirit, 
God ever blessèd, be thou our preserver; 
thine is the glory which the angels worship, 

veiling their faces. Amen. 
 

Words: 9th-century Latin, tr. Athelstan Riley (1858–1945) 
Music: Sir Ernest Bullock (1890–1979) 

 
 

Hymn 
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How shall I sing that majesty 
    which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
    sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
    thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
    thy praise; but who am I? 

 

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
    whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
    but they behold thy face. 
They sing, because thou art their Sun: 
    Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
    there alleluias be. 

 

Enlighten with faith’s light my heart, 
    inflame it with love’s fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part 
    with that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
    with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
    Lord, treasure up my mite. 

 

How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
    which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
    to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
    a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
    thy place is everywhere. 

John Mason (c. 1645–1694) 
 
 

Dismissal Responses and Organ Voluntary 
 

The choir sings dismissal responses by Donald Hunt and the organist plays 
‘Risoluto ma con anima’ from Milton Suite by Hugh Blair (1864–1932). 
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Wednesday 28th July 
 

3.30 pm Choral Evensong, broadcast live by the BBC 
 

 sung by the combined Cathedral Choirs of Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester 
 

 Officiant:  The Very Reverend Dr Peter Atkinson 
 

 Organist:  Nicholas Freestone 
 

 Director:  Samuel Hudson 
 
 

Introit 
 

Choirs Earth puts her colours by, 
and veils her in one whispering cloak of shadow; 
green goes from the meadow; 
red leaves and flowers and shining pools are shrouded; 
a few stars sail upon a windy sky, 
and the moon is clouded. 
 
The delicate music, traced 
in and out of the soft lights and the laughter, 
is hushed, round ledge and rafter 
the last faint echoes into silence creeping: 
the harp is mute, the violins encased, 
and the singers sleeping. 
 
So, now my songs are done, 
leave me tonight awhile and the starlight gleaming, 
to silence and sweet dreaming, 
here where no music calls, no beauty shakes me; 
till in my heart the birds sing to the sun 
and the new dawn wakes me. 

 

Words: Percy Lyon (1893–1986) 
Music: Cheryl Frances-Hoad (b. 1980), 

a world premiere commissioned by the Elmley Foundation 
in memory of Samuel Driver White (1938–2017) 

 
 

Responses 
 

 The responses are composed by Gabriel Jackson (b. 1962). 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

  Earth’s fragile beauties we possess 
      as pilgrim gifts from God, 
  and walk the slow and dangerous way 
      his wounded feet have trod. 
  Though faith by tragedy is rocked, 
      and love with pain is scored, 
  we sing the pilgrims’ song of hope: 
      ‘Your kingdom come, O Lord!’ 
 
  Earth’s human longings we possess 
      by grief or love compelled 
  to take and bear the heavy cross 
      Christ’s wounded hands have held. 
  By cloud and fire he leads us on 
      through famine, plague or sword, 
  singing with faith the pilgrims’ song: 
      ‘Your kingdom come, O Lord!’ 
 

 God’s own true image we possess 
      in innocence first known, 
  now tainted by the hate and spite 
      to Christ’s own body shown. 
  By that same wounded heart of love 
      God’s image is restored, 
  to sing again the pilgrims’ song: 
      ‘Your kingdom come, O Lord!’ 

 

Robert Willis (b. 1947) 
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Psalm 
 

Choirs  Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes : 
   and I shall keep it unto the end. 

 

   Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law : 
   yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart. 

 

   Make me to go in the path of thy commandments : 
   for therein is my desire. 

 

   Incline my heart unto thy testimonies : 
   and not to covetousness. 

 

   O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold vanity : 
   and quicken thou me in thy way. 

 

   O stablish thy word in thy servant : 
   that I may fear thee. 

 

   Take away the rebuke that I am afraid of : 
   for thy judgements are good. 

 

   Behold, my delight is in thy commandments : 
   O quicken me in thy righteousness. 

 

   Let thy loving mercy come also unto me, O Lord : 
   even thy salvation, according unto thy word. 

 

   So shall I make answer unto my blasphemers : 
   for my trust is in thy word. 

 

   O take not the word of thy truth utterly out of my mouth : 
   for my hope is in thy judgements. 

 

   So shall I alway keep thy law : 
   yea, for ever and ever. 

 

   And I will walk at liberty : 
   for I seek thy commandments. 

 

   I will speak of thy testimonies also, even before kings : 
   and will not be ashamed. 

 

   And my delight shall be in thy commandments : 
   which I have loved. 

 

   My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, 
  which I have loved : 

and my study shall be in thy statutes. 
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  O think upon thy servant, as concerning thy word : 
  wherein thou hast caused me to put my trust. 
 

   The same is my comfort in my trouble : 
   for thy word hath quickened me. 
 

   The proud have had me exceedingly in derision : 
   yet have I not shrinked from thy law. 
 

   For I remembered thine everlasting judgements, O Lord : 
   and received comfort. 
 

   I am horribly afraid : 
   for the ungodly that forsake thy law. 
 

   Thy statutes have been my songs : 
   in the house of my pilgrimage. 
 

   I have thought upon thy Name, O Lord, in the night-season : 
   and have kept thy law. 
 

   This I had : 
   because I kept thy commandments. 

 

Psalm 119.33-56 
 
 

 
Old Testament Reading 

 

 
  Isaiah 55.8-end is read by the Reverend Canon Dr Michael Brierley, 

residentiary canon of Worcester. 
 
 

Canticles 
 

 
The choirs sing the St Paul’s Service by Herbert Howells (1892–1983). 

 
 

 
New Testament Reading 

 

 
2 Timothy 2.8-19 is read by the Reverend Canon Dr Georgina Byrne, 
residentiary canon of Worcester. 
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Anthem 
 

Choirs  Ave, maris stella,   Hail, star of the sea, 
Dei Mater alma   loving Mother of God 
atque semper Virgo,  and ever Virgin, 
felix caeli porta.   happy gate of heaven. 

 
Sumens illud Ave   Receiving that salutation 
Gabrielis ore,   from Gabriel’s mouth, 
funda nos in pace,   confirm us in peace, 
mutans Hevae nomen.  transforming the name of Eve. 

 
Solve vincla reis,   Break the chains of the guilty, 
profer lumen caecis:  send forth light to the blind; 
mala nostra pelle,   drive away our evil, 
bona cuncta posce.   entreat for us all good. 

 
Sit laus Deo Patri,   Praise be to God the Father, 
summo Christo decus,  glory to Christ in the highest, 
Spiritui Sancto,   to the Holy Spirit 
tribus honor unus.   be honour, Three in One. 
Amen.     Amen. 

 
 

The sea so vast, my boat so small, 
the sky so wide and dark above us all; 
beneath the vault of heaven how lost we are, 
till out of the darkness appears, 
making the way suddenly clear: 
a guiding star. 

 
The star shines out to point our way, 
to bring new hope till darkness turns to day. 
We journey on toward an unknown shore 
as pilgrims and children of God, 
travelling on, 
led by a star. 

 

Latin words: 9th-century hymn 
English words: John Rutter (b. 1945), 
based on a Breton fisherman’s prayer 

Music: John Rutter, commissioned for this service 
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Prayers 
 
  The prayers conclude with this motet 
 
 
Choirs  Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, 

lead thou me on; 
the night is dark, and I am far from home, 

lead thou me on. 
Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
the distant scene; one step enough for me. 
 
 

Words: John Henry Newman (1801–1890) 
Music: John Rutter, commissioned for this service 

 
 
 
 

Among the many benefactors of Worcester Cathedral, particular thanks are 
given to God today for Gerald and Cynthia Harris, who have very generously 
endowed this day as a day of music in thanksgiving for their marriage on 28 
July 1967 and their daughter, son and four grandchildren. 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

Praise be for Trinity – God, Three in One – 
 praise be for Father and Spirit and Son; 
diverse in union, distinct and yet whole: 
 Lord, in our difference, make concord our goal. 
 
Praise for community, compassing all, 
 hearing together more clearly God’s call; 
when, on life’s journey, we share others’ load, 
 then Christ draws near and with us walks the road. 
 
Praise be for harmony, richness of sound, 
 blending of voices unique and profound; 
deep speaks to deep as we offer our hearts; 
 Spirit of God, ever breathe through the arts. 
 
Praise be for company, laughter and care, 
 friendship of God known through stillness and prayer; 
God give us grace still to sing all our days 
 till we, with angel choirs, set heav’n ablaze. 

 
Michael Brierley (b. 1973) 

 
 

 
Dismissal Responses 

 
 

The choirs sing dismissal responses by Gabriel Jackson. 
 
 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 

The organist plays Paean by Herbert Howells. 
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Thursday 29th July 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, companions of Our Lord 
 

5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

 sung by Worcester Cathedral Choir and the girl choristers of Gloucester  
  Cathedral 
 

 Officiant:  The Reverend Canon Dr Michael Brierley 
 

 Organist:  Dr Ed Jones 
 

 Director:  Nicholas Freestone 
 

 
 
 

Responses 
 
 The responses are composed by Humphrey Clucas (b. 1941). 
 
 

Psalms 
 

Choir  I said, I will take heed to my ways : 
 that I offend not in my tongue. 

 

I will keep my mouth as it were with a bridle : 
 while the ungodly is in my sight. 

 

I held my tongue, and spake nothing : 
 I kept silence, yea, even from good words; 

 but it was pain and grief to me. 
 

My heart was hot within me, 
 and while I was thus musing the fire kindled : 
and at the last I spake with my tongue; 

 

Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of my days : 
that I may be certified how long I have to live. 

 

Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a span long : 
and mine age is even as nothing in respect of thee; 
 and verily every man living is altogether vanity. 

 

For man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain : 
he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them. 
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And now, Lord, what is my hope : 
truly my hope is even in thee. 

 

Deliver me from all mine offences : 
and make me not a rebuke unto the foolish. 

 

I became dumb, and opened not my mouth : 
for it was thy doing. 

 

Take thy plague away from me : 
I am even consumed by the means of thy heavy hand. 

 

When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin, 
 thou makest his beauty to consume away, 
 like as it were a moth fretting a garment : 
every man therefore is but vanity. 

 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears consider my calling : 
hold not thy peace at my tears. 

 

For I am a stranger with thee : 
and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

 

O spare me a little, that I may recover my strength : 
before I go hence, and be no more seen. 

 

Psalm 39 
 
  I waited patiently for the Lord : 

 and he inclined unto me, and heard my calling. 
 

He brought me also out of the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay : 
 and set my feet upon the rock, and ordered my goings. 

 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth : 
 even a thanksgiving unto our God. 

 

Many shall see it, and fear : 
 and shall put their trust in the Lord. 

 

Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in the Lord : 
 and turned not unto the proud, and to such as go about with lies. 

 

O Lord my God, great are the wondrous works which thou hast done, 
 like as be also thy thoughts which are to us-ward : 
and yet there is no man that ordereth them unto thee. 

 

If I should declare them, and speak of them : 
they should be more than I am able to express. 
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Sacrifice and meat-offering thou wouldest not : 
but mine ears hast thou opened. 

 

Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou not required : 
then said I, Lo, I come, 

 

In the volume of the book it is written of me, 
 that I should fulfil thy will, O my God : 
I am content to do it; yea, thy law is within my heart. 

 

I have declared thy righteousness in the great congregation : 
lo, I will not refrain my lips, O Lord, and that thou knowest. 

 

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart : 
my talk hath been of thy truth and of thy salvation. 

 

I have not kept back thy loving mercy and truth : 
from the great congregation. 

 

Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, O Lord : 
let thy loving-kindness and thy truth alway preserve me. 

 

For innumerable troubles are come about me; 
 my sins have taken such hold upon me that I am not able to look up : 
yea, they are more in number than the hairs of my head, 
and my heart hath failed me. 

 

O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : 
make haste, O Lord, to help me. 

 

Let them be ashamed, and confounded together, 
 that seek after my soul to destroy it : 
let them be driven backward and put to rebuke, that wish me evil. 

 

Let them be desolate, and rewarded with shame : 
that say unto me, Fie upon thee, fie upon thee. 

 

Let all those that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee : 
and let such as love thy salvation say alway, The Lord be praised. 

 

As for me, I am poor and needy : 
but the Lord careth for me. 

 

Thou art my helper and redeemer : 
make no long tarrying, O my God. 

 

Psalm 40 
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Old Testament Reading 
 
 

  Isaiah 38.1-8 is read by the Venerable Hilary Dawson, 
  archdeacon of Gloucester. 
 
 
 

Canticles 
 
 

The choir sings the Chichester Service by Sir William Walton (1902–1983). 
 
 
 
 

New Testament Reading 
 
 

Mark 5.21-43 is read by the Very Reverend Stephen Lake, 
dean of Gloucester. 

 
 
 

Anthem 
 

Choir Rejoice in God, O ye tongues; 
give the glory to the Lord and the Lamb, 
nations, and languages, and every creature in which is the breath of life. 
Let man and beast appear before him, 
and magnify his name together. 

 
 

Let Nimrod, the mighty hunter, 
bind a leopard to the altar 
and consecrate his spear to the Lord. 

 
 

Let Ishmail dedicate a tyger, 
and give praise for the liberty 
in which the Lord has let him at large. 

 
 

Let Balaam appear with an ass, 
and bless the Lord, his people 
and his creatures for a reward eternal. 
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Let Daniel come forth with a lion, 
and praise God with all his might 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
 

Let Ithamar minister with a chamois, 
and bless the name of him 
that cloatheth the naked. 

 
 

Let Jakim, with the satyr, 
bless God in the dance, 
dance, dance, dance. 

 
 

Let David bless with the bear 
the beginning of victory to the Lord, 
the perfection of excellence. 

 
 

Hallelujah from the heart of God, 
and from the hand of the artist inimitable, 
and from the echo of the heavenly harp 
in sweetness magnifical and mighty. 
Hallelujah. 

 
 

For I will consider my cat Jeoffry. 
For he is the servant of the living God, 
duly and daily serving him. 
For at the first glance of the glory of God in the east 
he worships in his way. 
For this is done by wreathing his body 
seven times round with elegant quickness. 
For he knows that God is his Saviour. 
For God has bless’d him in the variety of his movements. 
For there is nothing sweeter than his peace when at rest. 
For I am possessed of a cat, surpassing in beauty, 
from whom I take occasion to bless almighty God. 
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For the mouse is a creature of great personal valour. 
For this is a true case – cat takes female mouse; 
male mouse will not depart, but stands threat’ning and daring: 
‘If you will let her go, I will engage you, 
as prodigious a creature as you are.’ 
For the mouse is a creature of great personal valour. 
For the mouse is of an hospitable disposition. 

 
For the flowers are great blessings. 
For the flowers have their angels, even the words of God’s creation. 
For the flower glorifies God and the root parries the adversary. 
For there is a language of flowers. 
For the flowers are peculiarly the poetry of Christ. 

 
For I am under the same accusation with my Saviour, 
for they said, ‘He is besides himself.’ 
For the officers of the peace are at variance with me, 
and the watchman smites me with his staff. 
For the silly fellow is against me, 
and belongeth neither to me nor to my family. 
For I am in twelve hardships, 
but he that was born of a virgin shall deliver me out of all. 

 
For H is a spirit and therefore he is God. 
For K is king and therefore he is God. 
For L is love and therefore he is God. 
For M is musick and therefore he is God. 

 
For the instruments are by their rhimes. 
For the shawm rhimes are lawn, fawn and the like. 
For the shawm rhimes are moon, boon and the like. 
For the harp rhimes are sing, ring and the like. 
For the harp rhimes are ring, string and the like. 
For the cymbal rhimes are bell, well and the like. 
For the cymbal rhimes are toll, soul and the like. 
For the flute rhimes are tooth, youth and the like. 
For the flute rhimes are suit, mute and the like. 
For the bassoon rhimes are pass, class and the like. 
For the dulcimer rhimes are grace, place and the like. 
For the clarinet rhimes are clean, seen and the like. 
For the trumpet rhimes are sound, bound and the like. 
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For the trumpet of God is a blessed intelligence 
and so are all the instruments in heav’n. 
For God the Father almighty plays upon the harp 
of stupendous magnitude and melody. 
For at that time malignity ceases 
and the devils themselves are at peace. 
For this time is perceptible to man 
by a remarkable stillness and serenity of soul. 
 

Hallelujah from the heart of God, 
and from the hand of the artist inimitable, 
and from the echo of the heavenly harp 
in sweetness magnifical and mighty. 
Hallelujah. 

 

Words: Christopher Smart (1722–1771) 
Music: Benjamin Britten (1913–1976) 

 
 

Hymn 
 

 
 

O love divine, how sweet thou art! 
When shall I find my longing heart 
 all taken up by thee? 
I thirst, I faint, I die to prove 
the greatness of redeeming love, 
 the love of Christ to me. 

 

Stronger his love than death or hell; 
its riches are unsearchable; 
 the first-born sons of light 
desire in vain its depth to see; 
they cannot reach the mystery, 
 the length and breadth and height. 
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God only knows the love of God; 
O that it now were shed abroad 
 in this poor stony heart! 
For love I sigh, for love I pine; 
this only portion, Lord, be mine, 
 be mine this better part. 
 
 
For ever would I take my seat 
with Mary at the Master’s feet: 
 be this my happy choice; 
my only care, delight, and bliss, 
my joy, my heaven on earth, be this, 
 to hear the Bridegroom’s voice! 
 
 
Thy only love do I require, 
nothing on earth beneath desire, 
 nothing in heaven above: 
let earth and heaven, and all things go, 
give me thine only love to know, 
 give me thine only love. 

 
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

 
 
 

Dismissal Responses 
 
 

The choir sings the festal dismissal responses by Edward Naylor (1867–
1934). 

 
 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

 
The organist plays Litanies by Jehan Alain (1911–1940). 
 
 
 



43 

Saturday 31st July 
 

5.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

 sung by Hereford Cathedral Choir 
 

 Officiant:  The Reverend Canon Dr Stephen Edwards 
 

 Organist:  Peter Dyke 
 

 Director:  Canon Geraint Bowen 
 

 
 
 

Introit 
 

Choir View me, Lord, a work of thine: 
shall I then lie drown’d in night? 
Might thy grace in me but shine, 
I should seem made all of light. 

 
Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel 
at thine altar pure and white: 
they that once thy mercies feel, 
gaze no more on earth’s delight. 
 
Worldly joys, like shadows, fade 
when the heav’nly light appears, 
but the cov’nants thou hast made, 
endless, know nor days nor years. 
 
In thy Word, Lord, is my trust, 
to thy mercies fast I fly; 
though I am but clay and dust, 
yet thy grace can lift me high. 

 

Words: Thomas Campion (1567–1620) 
Music: Richard Lloyd (1933–2021) 

 
 

 
Responses 

 

 
 The responses are the third set composed by Philip Moore (b. 1943). 
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Hymn 
 
 

 
 

 
1 Beyond all mortal praise 3 He gives to humankind, 
  God’s name be ever blest,   dividing as he will, 
 unsearchable his ways,  all powers of heart and mind, 
  his glory manifest;   of spirit, strength and skill: 
   from his high throne    nor dark nor night 

    in power and might     but must lay bare 
    by wisdom’s light     its secrets, where 

   he rules alone.    he dwells in light. 
 

 
2 Our times are in his hand 4 To God the only Lord, 
  to whom all flesh is grass,   our fathers’ God, be praise; 
 while as their Maker planned  his holy name adored 
  the changing seasons pass.   through everlasting days. 
   He orders all:    His mercies trace 

    before his eyes     in answered prayer, 
    earth’s empires rise,     in love and care, 

   her kingdoms fall.    and gifts of grace. 
 

 

  Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 
 
 

 
Psalm 

 

Choir God is our hope and strength : 
 a very present help in trouble. 
 

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : 
and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea; 
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Though the waters thereof rage and swell : 
and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same. 

 

The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : 
the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest. 

 

God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : 
God shall help her, and that right early. 

 

The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : 
but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away. 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us : 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : 
what destruction he hath brought upon the earth. 

 

He maketh wars to cease in all the world : 
he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder,   
 and burneth the chariots in the fire. 

 

Be still then, and know that I am God : 
I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth. 

 

The Lord of hosts is with us : 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Psalm 46 
 
 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

 
  Ecclesiastes 5.10-19 is read by the Reverend Canon Chris Pullin, 
  canon chancellor of Hereford. 
 

 
Canticles 

 

 
The choir sings the Short Service by William Byrd (1543–1623). 

 
 

 
New Testament Reading 

 

 
I Timothy 6.6-16 is read by the Reverend Canon Andrew Piper, 
acting dean of Hereford. 
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Anthem 
 

Christe qui lux es et dies, O Christ, who art the light and day, 
noctis tenebras detegis, thou drivest night and gloom away; 
lucisque lumen crederis, O Light of Light, whose Word doth show 
lumen beatum praedicans. the light of heav’n to us below. 

 
 

Precamur sancte Domine, All-holy Lord, in humble prayer 
defende nos in hac nocte, we ask tonight thy watchful care. 
sit nobis in te requies, O grant us calm repose in thee, 
quietam noctem tribue. a quiet night, from perils free. 

 

 
Ne gravis somnus irruat, Our sleep be pure from sinful stain; 
nec hostis nos surripiat, let not the tempter vantage gain 
nec caro illi consentiens, or our unguarded flesh surprise 
nos tibi reos statuat. and make us guilty in thine eyes. 

 

 
Oculi somnum capiant, Asleep though wearied eyes may be, 
cor ad te semper vigilet, still keep the heart awake to thee; 
dextera tua protegat let thy right hand outstretched above 
famulos qui te diligunt. guard those who serve the Lord they love. 

 

 
Defensor noster aspice, Behold, O God, our shield, and quell 
insidiantes reprime, the crafts and subtleties of hell; 
guberna tuos famulos, direct thy servants in all good, 
quos sanguine mercatus es. whom thou hast purchased with thy blood. 

 

 
Memento nostri Domine O Lord, remember us who bear 
in gravi isto corpore, the burden of the flesh we wear; 
qui es defensor animae, thou whom dost e’er our souls defend, 
adesto nobis Domine. be with us even to the end. 

 

 
Deo Patri sit gloria, All praise to God the Father be, 
eiusque soli Filio, all praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
cum Spiritu Paraclito, whom with the Spirit we adore 
et nunc et in perpetuum.  Amen. forever and forevermore.  Amen. 

 
Words: 6th-century Latin 

Music: Robert White (c. 1538–1574) 
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Hymn 
 

 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
 be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
 both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
 be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower: 
 O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty praise: 
 be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
 O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun, 
 O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
8th-century Irish, tr. Mary Byrne (1880–1931) 

 
 

Dismissal Responses and Organ Voluntary 
 
 

The choir sings the festal dismissal responses by Edward Naylor (1867–
1934), and the organist plays Prelude and Fugue in C (BWV 547) by 
J. S. Bach (1685–1750). 
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